STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL LEA

ALL SAINTS CE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL, SCHOOL ROAD, TRYSULL

LEA REORGANISATION PROPOSALS

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF TRYSULL & SEISDON PARISH COUNCIL

AGAINST POTENTIAL CLOSURE OF ALL SAINTS SCHOOL

Following a Governors Meeting at All Saints School on 9 February 2005, Mr Michael Kelly, Parish Councillor and serving school governor, reported to the Parish Council that the LEA are considering reorganisation proposals that could result in closure of All Saints School, Trysull from September 2006.

The Parish Council would strongly oppose any such closure. The school is an important and integral part of the Parish community and, through the parents and children attending the school, provides strong links with Wombourne and surrounding areas.  

The school has always provided excellent standards of education for children of local residents in a supportive and encouraging village environment.

The school has strong links with our Parish Church and other village organisations, including the historical Thomas Rudge Trust which was established for the purpose of supporting the education of children of the Parish.

Representatives from the Parish Council would welcome the opportunity to meet with LEA representatives to discuss their proposals to reiterate our support and to express our overwhelming objection to any threat of closure of our village school.

Signed - ……………………………………………….. 


Michael Kelly

( on behalf of Trysull & Seisdon Parish Council)  

WOLVERHAMPTON AIRPORT ACTION GROUP

NOTICE OF

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the second Annual General Meeting of the Wolverhampton Airport Action Group will be held at Bobbington Village Hall on Thursday, 28th April 2005 at 7.30pm to transact the following business:

1. To receive and consider the Accounts of the Group for the year 2004-2005

2. Chairman’s Report

3. To declare the election or re-election, as the case may be, of Officers of the Steering Committee

4. Any other business

Dated: Thursday 24th March 2005

David Giddings, Chairman

Head Office:

34 Bridgnorth Road

Stourton

South Staffordshire

7 April, 2008









W.G. Meredith

Our Ref: WGM/696419

Your Ref:696403

 b.meredith@sstaffs.gov.uk

Wolverhampton Business Airport

Crab Lane

Bobbington

Nr Stourbridge

South Staffordshire

DY7 5AY

Dear  Sirs,

Wolverhampton Airport – Use by jet aircraft and scheduled passenger traffic

I am aware of recent reports in the press on 23rd June regarding the proposed use of the Airport by a business jet charter user, A2B Airlines.  I have also been made aware of other statements and press reports regarding future introduction of operations by jet aircraft and use by scheduled passenger operators.  Your attention has also been drawn to previous operations by jet aircraft , which includes turbo prop, turboshaft and turbofan powered aircraft.

I wish to put it on record that the Council’s view is that such uses would be unauthorised development  in breach of planning control.  In the event of such operations being commenced then the Council would consider the expediency of taking enforcement action to terminate such uses.

Yours sincerely,

WG Meredith

Head of Development and Building Control Services.

Cc:   Cllr B Edwards;  Cllr R McCardle:  Sir Patrick Cormack FSA MP;  Bobbington PC;  WAAG

           CSJ Planning Consultants

WOLVERHAMPTON AIRPORT ACTION GROUP

HAPPY CHRISTMAS – GLAD TIDINGS!

(for the moment!)

It came as a relief, if not a surprise, that our ‘friends’ at Wolverhampton Business Airport (WA) failed to submit their current updated plans on time and thus have withdrawn their application to fly jets, build an engine testing facility (ETF) and a new runway. The travesty of an environmental report they previously submitted did not help their cause being entirely biased in favour of their case and clearly far from independent.

However, like the credit card bills in January, the Airport is threatening to ruin New Year with another set of proposals for a new planning application to the Council. As ever we cannot afford to be complacent and you can be sure that WAAG will be monitoring the developing situation carefully and keeping you up to date with Airport plans and any action we all need to take to continue to safeguard our homes and countryside from vastly increased noise, pollution, ugly infrastructure and all the other ‘delights’ which inevitably accompany airport expansion (picture Birmingham and Luton if you need convincing!)

AIRPORT WITHDRAWS APPLICATION

At the eleventh hour the Airport withdrew its application to fly jets, build an ETF and new runway. Recall that the application had been lodged back in June 2004, but the accompanying Environmental Statement had been severely criticized by WS Atkins, leading the Council to insist on improved information last October. 

After considerable pressure from WAAG, Bill Meredith, Chief Planning Officer, finally lost patience and in September, and gave the airport a deadline of 31st October 2005. This the Airport failed to meet, but immediately issued a statement saying they were withdrawing pro tem., but would soon be submitting a new application. 

BACK TO SQUARE ONE?

Sadly for everyone wishing to get on with their lives without this constant sword of Damocles hanging over our heads, the battle must be fought anew.

Often it is the case in these matters that application after application is made until the opponent, especially if he is, like us, composed of unpaid volunteers, finally submits. Indeed before WAAG was formed in April 2003, there had been a history at the airport of just this, with applications for huge hangars and the like, totally inappropriate to the Green Belt, being eventually granted. 

Two years later, after 27,000 letters of objection, the support of 8 local MP’s and over 40 adjoining Councils, WAAG has established itself as a formidable opponent.

WHAT WE FEAR

· Man’s greed! Not everyone wishes to preserve our countryside. To some the siren call of ever cheaper and closer means of overseas flights means they are happy to ignore the terrible damage being done both to our economy (£15 billion net tourism deficit annually), and to the environment. 

· Owners at the airport see huge riches beckoning, and are clearly hoping we will get tired and quit the field. The current owners, it must be said, exhibit bizarre behaviour, not to say incompetence. But it is perfectly possible that a huge multinational will buy the airport, and such a player would be unlikely to submit such a woefully inadequate application.

· Mysterious claims have been made recently in the newspapers, and in the *“York Aviation Report” that WA are linked with the huge MoD  tenders, worth billions, and for which Cosford is the front runner. Strangely, no-one at Cosford or elsewhere has the faintest notion as to how WA would ever be involved!!! But clearly they are up to something and we must be on our guard.

* A report commissioned by Advantage West Midlands to help form future policy.
WHAT WE DO

· We form networks with key environmental groups such as CPRE (Council for the protection of Rural England), FOE (Friends of the Earth), the National Trust. We share information with similar action groups such as at Coventry and Northampton.

· We liaise closely with the opponents of the Western Orbital, which, if ever implemented, would give considerable aid to the airport’s ambitions.

· We monitor everything the airport does. In August, for example, we photographed a turboprop aircraft (which we recently established with the CAA was to be defined as a JET) illegally using the airport’s facilities. With this information, SSDC (South Staffs District Council) was able to issue a letter warning of enforcement. We spotted that WA were renting out an aviation hangar to a firm manufacturing street lighting. Their chairman was forced to issue an apology to a public enquiry.

· We research planning laws, attend seminars, trawl the internet, lobby policy makers, clarify points of law and procedure with government bodies, the AEF, the CAA, and many others.

· We hold regular meetings with Sir Patrick Cormack, our chief patron, keeping him fully briefed so as to give us proper voice in the House of Commons, and other corridors of power.

· We submit our caveats and suggested controls for the airport’s ambitions to the emerging local policy document embodied in the LDF LDF (Local Development Framework).  When implemented finally in 2008, this will be crucial to the final control of the site.

· Where necessary, we take professional advice, be it legal, technical, or strategic. 

· We try to keep our supporters advised with notices such as this.

· To pay for all the above, we raise funds, which is where we continue to seek YOUR help.

Please send whatever you can to our fund raising team, making cheques out to “WAAG” and addressing to Margaret Rogers, 34, Bridgnorth Road, Stourton, DY7 6RT

EMAIL 

Finally, we would like EVERYONE to give us an email address to which you have access, so we can afford to communicate more regularly. Please send details to mail@waag.uk.com together with YOUR name/names, and address. The email address could be that of a neighbour, or relative, just someone who would be happy to forward you the information. Equally, please forward us email details of any family member, colleague, or friend who you think would like to be added to our supporter database.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS - This will be the 3rd Christmas since our formation. We wish you every joy of the Season and fervently hope that WAAG will not need to produce a newssheet next Christmas because the blight of prospective airport expansion at Halfpenny Green will have been well and truly laid to rest.
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